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THE COUNCIL OF NORTHERN CAVING CLUBS

SPECIAL GENERAL VERTING., 7{TH, FEB I976. MRS W‘
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Chairman's Statement.

leets Secretary's Statement: Leck / Casterion Fells.

Meets Secretary's Statement: Penyghent / Fountains Felle. ﬁﬁ‘

Meets Secretary's Statemen‘é:gongo Glll Vi B:ers Fell.
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The following are a few ideas discussed by the Committee:

Action 1o be taken.

i. Finesg

2o Wardening System.

3« Good Behaviour Bond. Z&

4. Publicising the names of Pirate clubs.

® -

Communications and action required o improve them. g/ Auds

Any other business. > ; PM
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B &OUNCIL OF NORTHERN CAVING CLUBS

vy
NOTICE TO ALL MEMBER CLUBS

T

Potholing banned on Northern fells!

It was, thirteen years ago, and could easily happen again in 1976. This
threat is serious enough for a Special General Meeting of CNCC to be called
next month,.

Did you know that, in 1962, caving was banned on Leck Fell, Casterton Fell
and Fountains Fell?

Did you know that clubs got together to form CNCC because they could not
negotiate access separately? Access Agreements covering Leck and Casterton
Fells were signed in 1963, and for part of Fountains Fell in 1964,

Did you know that the other holes covered by CNCC permits were also closed
or threatened with closure before access agreements were negotiated?

Did you know that, as a CNCC Member, your club has accepted the
Constitution and the terms of all the Access Agreements?

Do all the active members of your club know these facts?
¥

If the agreed permit systems cease to work, or if member clubs choose to
ignore them, then the landowners will terminate the Agreements and access
rights will be withdrawn. Is that what your club wants? The arrangements
have worked reasonably satisfactorily for several years but yet 'pirating'
is becoming increasingly prevalent. Why? The Council's Committee knows
that communications with clubs have been far from perfect and that this
may not have helped but without the full co-cperation of clubs, they

could never hope to reach the main body of active cavers who have little
time for reading minutes even if they were given the opportunity.

It is the member clubs who are C.N.C.C., not the few long-suffering
individuals elected, or delegated, to the Committee. If clubs do not
regard themselves as part of the organisation and ensure acceptance of
agreed rules by their ownmembers then the Council itself becomes a mockery
and might just as well cease to exist. The general attitude of cavers in
most Member Clubs, including Full Member Clubs, prevents CNCC from resisting
the very real threat which hangs over our access to many fine caves. Recent
incidents at certain holes have brought matters to head and pending
landowner changes in other areas are not going to make things any easier.

The Committee clubs have agreed that a Special General Meeting should be
called to fully discuss the issues involved: issues such as what action
could, or should, be taken against clubs whose members blatantly disregard
access agreements? What changes are called for in CNCC policy or
organisation? Should the Council remain in existence?

It is hoped that as many Full, and Associate, Member Clubs will send a
delegate to this meeting which could make some decisions with quite far-
reaching consequences. Please indicate whether your club is concerned by
returning the attached reply slip. The Meeting will be at Ingleton
Community Centre, commencing 2 p.m. on Saturday 7th February 1976.




COUNCIL OF NORTHERN CAVING CLUBS

Will a representative of your Club attend
the Special Annual General Meeting at
Ingleton on 7th February 19767

I8 nokty why.not?

Is C.N.C.C. information reaching the
right man in your Club?

What is the present name and address of

(1) the Secretary of your Club?

(2) the meets Secretary of your Club?

Please complete and return to Jack Rasdell, Chairman C.N.C.C.,
6 Monkroyd Avenue, Barnoldswick, via Colne, Lancashire.
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